5. SOVIET WOMEN IN THE EAST

THE SOVIET East has witnessed a burst of missionary
enthusiasm. It emerges from the slumber of centuries
into an unparalleled newness of life.

The charter of Soviet womanhood was from the first
planned for the whole of the East as well as the West;
for Esquimos, for Chuckchees, and for Koriaks in the
north, or for Armenians, Georgians, and Uzbeks in the
south. Nearly two hundred races, ranging from wild
nomads to accomplished citizens, now enjoy economic and
social freedom, and share equality of political rights.
These things were purchased often at great cost, the
conservative East resisting strenuously all efforts at en-
franchisement, and resisting widi exceptional bitterness
enfranchisement of womanhood.

Eastern women had sunk into unbelievable degradation,
and finally were bound fast by class rapacity and masculine
dominance. Now, at a single bound and in a single
generation, these women have passed from a semi-animal
existence into the freedom of equal citizenship in a progres-
sive community. When will the West appreciate the
significance of this great thing?

In Moscow, with its groups of two hundred nationalities
and in its Soviet Chamber of Nationalities, we see as in a
microcosm a picture of the extent and range of the Union.
And from Moscow has gone forth the message of the
woman's charter of liberty.

Not always, it would seem, have Eastern women been
in the state of abject subjection to men in which the Tsarist
Government found and left them. Evidence exists in
many quarters that women in the East were once the
dominant sex, that society was matriarchal rather than
patriarchal: women had fought as warriors for Jenghis
Khan; Mongols have possessed female Khans; Georgians
say sisters and brothers, rather than brothers and sisters,
and call their father, mama.

Matriarchy died hundreds of years ago, and when Islam
and the Turk overran the major part of what is now the